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so that, after handling Mr. Churchill somewhat roughly, they
dragged him before a magistrate, who cast him into prison.
A peremptory demand from Lord Ponsonby the British
ambassador for the immediate release of Churchill was met
by a refusal on the part of the Pasha to liberate him be-
fore he had stood his trial. On this, the ambassador, partly
because he lost his temper and partly because of a mutual
misunderstanding, broke off communications with the Otto-
man Foreign Minister. Here cAkff s purely Oriental education
had brought him into difficulties; he had been unable to
communicate directly with Lord Ponsonby, and had been
compelled to depend entirely on unprincipled Levantine
dragomans. These persons, according to the detailed ac-
count of the incident which GAkif himself has given, acting
in the interest of and in collusion with his rival Pertev
Pasha, deliberately fostered the misunderstanding until Pertev
was able to persuade the Sultan to dismiss a minister with
whom the British ambassador refused to deal. It was not
long, however, before Sultan Mahmud discovered the per-
nicious intrigues of Pertev, who was in his turn summarily
dismissed and banished to Adrianople, where, as we shall
learn a little further on, he straightway paid the penalty of
his deeds. cAkif, who, whatever his mistakes might have
been, had always acted loyally in the interests of what he
conceived to be the honour of the Empire, was thereupon
recalled and entrusted with the office of his old rival, the
title being then changed from Civil Minister to Minister of
the Interior, l which it remains to the present day. This
occurred in the Latter Jemazf of 1253 (September 1837).

When  Reshid Pasha returned from the London embassy
to resume  charge  of the Foreign Office in  1255 (1839), at
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